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's ro ſhew, that in each Age and Climate 3 
Free- Thinkiug Doctors might be li't on 3 1 
From Indies Eaſt to Weſtern Briton, . _—_— 
In Greece, in Italy, in Holland, + 1 
From learn Lucretius dn, to; nd; | 1 
Whoſe Reasnings then as bench did maul 3 1 
As N00 e eee . 805 r 
: * — a - — 8 > - ; f Or N 
7 | Dedicated to the Celebrated: Aurzon « 0 —_ 
co es as ls as — Cre@ton, * M8 | 


IO 10 5 


3 


: . for 7. Roberts in WarwigkeLane ; ; and Sela 


F 
4 * 
= 
. 
. 
- 
: 1 
f . 
2 
* 
® | | 

, 

| , 

* 
* 
* 8 0 
* pe &s 
, * 
* 
* * = 
* A 
[ _ 
* 
* 


NEG 2 3 — + Pn tl "5 I I 
N | + © an % CD 
© Yom 2 2 =. 1 . wen 2 


- * 


8 


d — . , — . "IX 
4 — | — — ,—4- 
* . & d FIZ 4 4 Ad z 


HEN I determined to cele- 
brate the glorious Endeavours 
bor 'cill che preſent Age little 
— could be boaſted of the At- 
chievements) of our Noble Society, it 
was almoſt impoſſible for me to avoid 
making choice of You for my Patron, 
who are grown hoary in the Cauſe of 
Free- thinking; You who have ſo lon 
defended its Tenets, and who may with 
St. PAUL ſay, in reſpect of Your = 1 
: A La- 
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Labours and thoſe of your Companions, 
that Tours were more abundant, nay that 
You have exceeded them All. 

Happy was it for that Syſtem, whoſe 
Heroes I have praiſed in theſe” Pages, 
that You became a Convert to Pop=--y, 


which as ir probably encouraged You to 
Free-Liying, ſo this by neceſſary conſe- 


quence drew You to Free-Thinking * in 
whole Service You have ſo often drawn 


your Quill, with the greateſt Eclat ar 
leaſt, if not Succels. 


What a Blow did You and our II- 
luſtrious Chieftan lately deceaſed, give 
our mortal Enemies the Parſons, by the 
Rights of the Chriſtian Church ! How did 
You two, like Fabius and Marcellus a- 
mongſt the Romans, preſerve our Sect 
from Ruin by the continual Exerciſe of 
the Pen ! What Volumes have been 
written ! how bold, how daring hath 
been their Contents! inſomuch that Free- 
Thinking hath in a few Years prevailed 
more, than *rill that time it had done, 
from Your darling Ara of the Creation. 

In 
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In earlier Days, when the Law and 
the Adminiſtration combined againſt us, 
when even Hereſy was dangerous, and 
but the Suſpicion of our Principles had 
been fatal; Free- Thinking was con- 
ſtrained to a Retirement, and its Pro- 
feſſors to ſpeaking obſcurely : the Civil 
Magiſtrate interpoſed in favour of Re- 
ligion, and Writing againſt the Divine 
Authority of ls Scriprures, would have 
been puniſucd more ſeverely chan a Libel; 
In this deplorable Condition of Things, 
Quid enim niſi Vota ſuperſunt. "= 


But ſince then, Thanks to CHANCE 
the Deity of Free-Thinkers, and undev 
that to Your indefatigable Toils, and 
thoſe of your Mighty Colleagues, C-wr-d, 
A-g-l, T-I-nd, W--lſt-n, Chabb, and a long 
ec. of other Daring Authors, who have 
boldly. combated the Superſtition of their 
Country, and rouſed even its Right 
Reverend Father in its Defence: We 
nod hold them at a Bay, we anſwer 
Paſtoral Letters by Paſtoral Letters ; we 
ridicule Demonſtgapons, we inſult ſhorter 
2 7 Diſ- 
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Diſcourſes, and in fine have carried Mat- 
ters with ſo high an Hand, that a Reve- 
rend Dignitary of the Church was forced 
to publiſh one of the beſt Books which 
has been written on their Side of the 
Queſtion, under the Humble Title of 
An Ar oT oOo for the Chriſtian Faith. 


Go on, Great S1R, exert Your 
Learning, diſplay Your Skill in Dia- 
logue, and above all cultivate that In- 
tereſt, which it is ſo well known Von 
have in the GREAT; till the unani- 
mous Suffrage of Your Country confer 
that Reward on You, and on Your La- 
bours, which from their Diſtinguiſhed Merit 
they deſerve. 


The fincere Wiſh of, 


Uſque ad ignes, 


DiacorAas 


. 


I By Another H a N p. 


A VING with reſpect unto this 
orb, atted only the Part of an 
Editor, publiſhing it faithfully, 
without altering or interpolating 
any or either in the Dedication or the 
Body, and with addition of only bere and 
there a Note; I thought it neceſſary to 
Prefix ſomething by way of Preface in Ho- 
nur of Free-thinking, that I might appear 
"dified at leaſt in ſome degree, by the Peruſal 
f this Panegyric. 
8 TWhat then could be more agreeable to my 
Deſign, than giving a ſhort Detail of thoſe 
Mdoantages, which Free - thinking hath 
rought to Mankind? viz, by driving away 
oſe Mifts which hung upon their Minds, 
oſe dark Clouds that obſcured their Un- 
jerſtandings, and thereby cramp'd their 


 Wenins's, and fetter d their Inclinations. 


a Firſt 


F 


Firſt then with regard to Politics; how 
mean a Thing was it to ſee Monarchs ſtoop- 
ing under Superſtition, and quitting their 
Conqueſts, or ſtopping ſhort in their Vittories 
from Religious Qualme, or through Fear of 
Sacred Vengeance ! How little did it become 
Alexander, wwho had vanquiſh'd the moſt pos 
tent Armies, ſubdued Kingdoms, and erected 
an Univerſal Empire, to receive with ſo;; 
much deference the Jewiſh High-Prieft, me | 
pay ſuch profound Reverence to the antiques 
Odaneſs of his Cloathing, and to ſuffer him 
ſelf by dint of his Speech, and that old No- 
man's Argument, a Dream, to be put off 
from an Enterprize, which he had once un- 
aertaken! How much more Gallant was the 
Behaviour of that Royal Free-thinker Dio- 
niſius of Syracuſe, wwho. when he had plun- 
der'd not only the Temples, but the Perſons 
of the Gods, entered the Haven with his 
Ships crouded with Spoils, and a fair | 
Wind, crying out to his Friends, Behold the | 
Reward of Sacrilege, and with how propitious & 
a Gale the Gods have favour'd our Exploit ! | 

Matchiavel, that celebrated Oracle on this | 
Subject, builds all upon the ſame Foundation, 
Take away Free-thinking, and this noble 
Superſtructure falls to the Ground. Rightly 
had be inſtructed his Pupil, for whoſe ſake 
his 


X 


PREFACE. xi 


bis Labours were compoſed. Cæſar Borgia 
flands recorded for Free-thinking unto all 
1 Poſterity : He and his Father Pope Alexan- 
Leer thought Intereſt was to be prefer d to all 
Things, and therefore when any Body ftood 
7 in the Way between them and their intended 
Eid, a Pair of Gloves, a Perfumed Band, 
Wor a Glaſs of generous Wine, proved an eaſy 
Sand polite Way of removing the Obſtruftion. 
Tis true, his Holineſs by drinking a Glaſs 
F the latter, which had been made a little 

BE frronger than ordinary, for the ſake of a 
of couple of troubleſome Cardinals, drop'd of. 


* But Borgia, who eſcaped ſleeping his laſt 
i ? very narrowly from the ſame Accident, yet 
* retained his Free- thinking, and like a Man 
tl — 


of true Courage parted not with it even to 
ſons iir Death. 


_ Numberleſs other Examples croud into my 
: yd Head, with which IT forbear troubling the 


Reader; for to ſay Truth, there is ſcarce 
any great Hero among either the Ancients 
or Moderns, whom we may not juſtly put 
into their Claſs. Did not the immortal 
Julius firſ# free himſelf from thoſe ſuper- 
itious Notions of Virtue and Patriotiſm, 
that bewitched the other Romans, before he 
attempted what his Dream, and Mr. Cow- 
ley's Poem calls, Raviſhing his Mother, that 
a 2 15, 
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is, putting Chains on his Country ! Was not 
Philip of Macedon a Free-thinker in reſpect 


of the other Greeks, who ſtupidly threw a- 
way their Lives in Defence of the Freedom 


of ſome petty State or other, perhaps no 
bigger than our County of Yorkſhire ; while | 
admitting into his Thoughts the Idea of 
Univerſal Empire, from a Principle of Free- 
thinking he began near Home firſt; aus 
having ſubdued Greece, left it in the Power” 
of his Son, another Free-thinker, (except in. 


the Caſe before mentioned) to conquer the 
Perſian Empire. 


That Alexander was in his Sentiments @ | 


Free-thiuker, notwithſtanding what has been 
ſaid of the Jewiſh Hiftory of their High- 
Prieſt ( for eren the greateſt Men in Our 
May, ſuch as Machiavel and Cardan, Baue 


nodded) appears from the Treatment he gave | 
one of our Sett, when brought before him, who | 
was charged with having taken ſome Veſſels | 
at Sea, which were weaker than his own, \ 
and living on the Plunder : I confeſs the | 
Accuſation, O Alexander, ( ſaid he) bur | 
wherein do You and I differ? I take from 
others on the Water, a little to ſupport my | 
ſelf, and Thou on Land takeſt away whole | 
Kingdoms to ſatiate thy Ambition.“ Alex- 
ander, from the Liberty taken in this Speech, | 

eaſily * 


Wm @ 15 a 


PREPAQGE a 
ot caſily diſcerned the Freedom of the Man's 


ef | Thoughts, and as a Token of his Efteem for 
a- our Society, immediately commanded him to 
om De let go. 


| By the Stir the Prieſts make, one would 

think Religion had received little Benefit 
rom Free-thinking ; whereas this is ſo far 
From being true, that one of thoſe three 
general Syſtems of Belief, which at preſent 


are received throughout the World, vin. 

in Mahometiſm, Had its Source from thence : 
the Its great Contriver, or as the Turks call 
him, Prephet, Mahomet, thought freely of 

's a every Religion, and liking none, ſet up a 
been new one taken from them all, Arius, even 
zgh- our Enemies will allow was a Free-thinker, 
Our and why ? becauſe as an Heretic he diſturbed 
A the Peace of the Church, 1. e. of the Ma- 
gabe Jority of thoſe who called themſelves Chriſti- 
nh ans. Now from the ſame Reaſon, we lay 


ſſels Claim to Athanaſius, ſince that illuftrious 
en, Saint alſo voted with a Minority. The 
the Roman Catholics declare all the Reformed 

but Free-thinkers, Of the Proteſtant Diſſenters, 
from # Quakers and Muggletonians achnoculedge 
- my & 7hemſeloves ſo. And thus after all this Out- 
hole Y cry, as if Free-thinking were the Parent of 
\lex- #F Arbeiſm and Irreligion, I have made it 
eech, plain, far thoſe who have paſſed for the maſt 
aſily Religious 


PREFACE. 


** 8 


leaſt are ſaid to be, of our Society at the 
Bottom. 

Indeed as to thoſe two Profeſſions , which 
conſtitute the Gentleman ipſo facto, viz. the 
Law and the Sword, we cannot hitherto 


boaſt much of our Intereſt among #hem ; for 
if in the One a Man pretends to think for 


Bimſelf tho ever ſo confonant to Reaſon), he 
is firſt Overuled, and then Reprimanded : 
and in the Other, a Free-thinker is uſed ſtill 
worſe, for tis ten to one if he attempts to 
diſpute, but they ſend him for an Anſe wer 
to a Court-Martial. Tis this Behaviour 
in both, which as IT take it occaſiond our 
Society's Diſhike to Fudges, and always 
' excites in them an Oppoſition to the Bill 
againſt Mutiny and Deſertion. 

Could we bring theſe under, as we have 
done the Parſons, or bring them over, as 
ſome ſay we have done the far greater Part 
of the Phyſicians; we ſhould ſoon (which 
Bas been our continual Aim) arrive to that 
which our Patriarch Hobbs called, The 
State of Nature. 


igious People in the World, are, or at 
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Things in due Order to rehearſe, 

Our Bard fir(t ſings the Pow'r of Verſe ; 
 Shews Fame, — which Men to Life prefer, 

Can only be confer a — by her: 

Proves next their Title to this Fame, 

And how, and whence —Free-thinkers claim 

The Cauſe in which they fight, ſucceeds 

With Promiſe to — relate their Deeds. 


INC E all the Learned World agree, 
A That Fame depends on Po, 
Vol | And that before Men found out Verſe, 
which might theHero'sDecds rehearſe, 
* The Great and Wiſe went to their Grayes 5 
Like Peaſants vile,—or viler Slaves; 


* Vixere fortes ante Agamemnona, &. Ho R. Od, 9. Lib. 4. 
B 


And 
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And were, when dead, —as much forgotten 
As if they ne'er had been begotten. 

+ But ſince th' Invention of this Art, 
Which Life doth after Death impart ; 10 
J mean, leſt Folks ſhould think't a Lie, 

To Men's beſt Part,—their Memory : 

Nor Wiſe or Brave - can now, d'ye ſee, 

Go to the Grave,—but ſtraitway we 

His Fame wrap up in lofty Diction, 15 
Truth well ſtretch d out, and cke'd with Fiction, 
Beſmear'd with Praiſe ſo wondrous gummy, 
That it outlaſts Egyptian Mummy; 

And freſh and fair preſerves its Gueſt 

* A Score of Centuries at leaſt. 20 

But then this Art ſhould ſtill be try d "0 
On Folks who've Liv'd - before they Dy'd; 
That is, were in their Life-times doing 
Something was after,—worth the knowing; 

Or fought in Fields, —or taught on Benches, 25 
Or Towns took in,—or took in Wenehes. 
* Achilles hence, and ( Epicurus, 

* ineas wile, and Dido furious, 

Do from the Force of tuneful Song 


} 


Unto this Hour their Names prolong, 30 


+ Carmine ſit vivax Virtut, experſque Sepulchri 
| Notitiam ſers Poſteritatis habet. Ovid. Triſt. Lib. 4. 
* J have been extreamly modeſt in my Calculation; Tibullus, a 
great Proficient in this Art ſays, 
Quem referunt — * viver dum robora tellus, 


Dum Calum Stellas, dum vebet Amnis Aquas, Eleg. 4. Lib. i. | 


+ Achilles celebrated in the Iliad, 
S By Lucretius, de Natura Rerum. 
** ZEneas and Dido by Virgil. 


'Tho' 


Si! 


dici 


1 


No Bard attempted e' er to do 40 
Juſtice to thoſe who Reaſon taught, 


* Whoc'er has read the Civil Law 
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Tho' tis two thouſand Years ago 
Since they have ſought the Shades below: 
So powerful is the Panegyric, 
In Epic Strain, or lofty Lyric, | 
Nor Rage, nor Time the Fame could ſhake cer 3 . 
Where + Homer was the Undertaker ; 
Or tarniſh any Hero's Glory, 
If Pindar —had embalm'd his Story. 
What pity then that hitherto 


And freely ſpoke,—and freely thought : 
Or is't the Hero,—or the Lover, = 
Should only Life from Verſe recover ? 107 
We'll prove,—that each Free-thinking Sage 45 
Does by a Double Right engage | 
The Muſ?'s Care; —for we ſhall ſhew, 
They Heroes arc,—and Lovers too. 


(Which once Rome's Empire kept in Awe) 30 
May there diſcern,-how Advocate 

Who learnedly conkd Point debate, 

While he his Client's Cauſe defends, 

And Lungs—tfor ſake of Juſtice ſpends, 

As much a Soldier is, —as he 53 
Who ſtruts about, - arm'd Cap-a-Pee ; 


+ The Gods its ſtrong Foundations laid in vain, 
Thy ILtuM, Homer, ever ſhall remain. Ode on the Power of Verſe. 


* Impp. Leo & Anthemins, Þ Advocatis, C. de Advoc. diverſ. in- 
diciorum. Advocati, qui dirimunt, &C, 


B 2 And 
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And by his Words does the ſame Good 
As t'other does - by ſhedding Blood: 
Ay!— how? Why both protect from Wrong, 
As this by Sword, — ſo that by Tongue. 60 
Each then ſhould equal Honour ſhare, 
Who wars in Field, —or at the Bar. 
+ If ſo,—that He's a Soldier ftrait, 
Who can preſerve a Man's Eſtate ; 


Then He—muſt ſure a Hero be, 65. 


Who can our Intellects ſet "ny 

And leave the-inward Man at Reſt, 

From galling Chain of Tyrant Prieſt. 

This Hero—now to prove a Lover, 

Why that too—next we ſhall diſcover. 70 
The Sages both of Greece and Rome, 

(Names which ſhould ſtrike Oppoſers dumb) 

The Soul's Affection paint like Women, 

The Virtues chaſt,—the Vices common. 

Thus Pallas we for Wiſdom prove, 75 

Aud Venus thus, is put for Love. 

Fortune you'll ſay is well expreſt, 

When in a Female Habit dreſt; 

But in the ſelſ- ſame Garb we view 


The Muſes and the Graces too: 80 


And ſceing ſuch then is the Caſe, 
None will diſpute gainſt Rome and Greece. 
Vet when Submiſſion here once paid is, 
Reaſon and Truth become Fair Ladies, 


+ Vid. C. l- ns: Diſcourſe on Free- Thinking, &c. Preface to the 
Grounds and Reaſons, &c. 


§ The Dream of Hercules. The Table of Cebes, 
G7, And 


or, The Free- Thinlers ILIA D. 5 


And if of them as all agree, 85 

Free=thinkers ſo enamour'd be, 

That for their ſakes,-as ® Bowman has it, 

They'd dare the Whipping-Poſt or Gibbet; 

Or round the Globe diſtreſſed flit, 

Clad with a Goat-skin Coverlit. go 

Are not Free-thinkers then, forſooth, 

 Knights-Errant, in the Causk of Txura ? 

Thus then in + SyNogitic Chime 

I've prov'd our Hero's Right to Rhime : 

Next, - were it fit. -I ſhould go on 95 

To tell the Wonders they have done; 

But I ſtrict Order muſt regard, 

"Tis that—and Stile make up the Bard, 

As certainly—as Dreſs and Show 

Are known to conſtitute—a Beau. 100 
So, e' er we come unto Narration, 

Critics require a Declaration, 

Whence + Quarrel ſprung, that thus excites 

The Valour of our Reas ning Knights, 

And makes them throughout ev ry Age 103 

Againſt the reſt of Mankind wage 

( Unequal War, —and ſtill propoſe, 

Not for their own ſakes, — but their Foes, 


* 


* Vid. Bowman's Preface to his Sermon. 
+ An Hudibraſtic Phraſe, i. e. Logically. 


+ The Advocates in Proſe have proved in favour of this So- 
ciety, that there has been Free-Thinkers in all Ages. 

F It is the Baſis of their Se&, that Thinking cannot be re- 
ſtrained ; They might conſequently enjoy their own Thoughts 
ſafely, and nothing but this Deſire of freeing their Enemies from 
Prieſteraft could induce them to make their Sentiments publick. 


To 
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To prove that their Opinion's right, 

And for them gainſt themſelves they fight. 110 
* So, near a Century agone, 

The Parliament of—Forty One 

Rais'd for their King a mighty Force, 

Who tought againſt him Foot and Horſe, 


Until moſt loyally they took 115 


Their PRINCE, - and brought him to the Block. 
Or as — (which better ſuits our Caſe) 
The Grand Monarch, — of's ſpecial Grace, 
Did by's N Cbriſtian Troops compel 
His Subjects - to keep out of Hell, 120 
And ſore againſt their Inclination, 
Did, Vi et Armis,— force Salvation. 
Attention having thus beſpoke, 
Of courſe I ſhould ſome Muſe invoke, 
Or call ſome God or Goddeſs hither, 125 
To make a moſt cæleſtial Pother. 
Cuſtom, ſo well ſupported by 
The moſt antique Authority, 
Hath hitherto held ſuch a Sway, 
That ev'n + Lucretius did obey ; > 690 
And ſummon'd Venus to aſſiſt him, 
To overturn Religious Syſtem ; 
'Tho' herein, —or I'm much miſta'en, 
'Thro' love to Form,—he was to blame, 


* The Parliament's Commiſſions run in this Stile. 
+ Lewis XIV's Miſſion of Dragoons amongſt the Hugonots. 


Homer, Virgil, and all the Epic Poets, even Muſaus, whom 
fome ſuppoſe more antient than Homer. 


+ Lucretius, tho' the End of his Poem was to extjnguiſh the 
Belief of the Gods, invokes Venus at the Beginning. pF 
| | + 
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As Docfors wiſely—play the Fool, 135 
Nor Murder mind—to follow Rule. , 
Declining then ſuch Help Divine, 

My Verſe doth thus—its Scope untwine : 
Man is, ye know,—a two-fold Creature, 
Compos'd of Parts — of different Nature; 140 
In which — (to ſeparate what's combin'd) 
That's call'd the Body, — This the Mina; 

And in this laſt, to Age from Youth 
- Dwells Reaſon, —Handmaid unto Truth. 

With whom—(as I before have written) 145 
Free-thinkers are ſo deeply ſmitten : 

But as this Lady is ſo ſhy, 
One ſcarce knows how—her to come ni ich, 
Reaſon — has long been worſhipped 
As ſort of Vice-Queen — in her ſtead; 1.50 
Tho' it doth with the moſt prevail, 
That this aſſuming Abigail 
But very little good can do 
For thoſe — who Lady Truth purſue ; 
Since they, - who hate Free- thinking Scheme, 155 
Adhering to ſome Prieſtly Dream, 
Aſſert.— O ſtrange ! = that Human Reaſon, 
In Points ſublime,—is out of Seaſon ; 
And that —of Truth we nothing learn 
From her, — But in ſome ſmall Concern: 160 
Wherein — (apart all Vanity) 

The Senſes know as much as She. 

But that—in Things of higheſt Station, 
Truth's only known— from Revelation. 


Tis 
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* Tis ſuch Poſitions, = d' ye ſee, 165 


Make room for Prieſtcraft, Bigottry, 

With other Evils of that kind, 

Which tends towards raiſing o'er the Mind, 

A Sacerdotal Uſurpation, 

Concomitant of Superſtition. 170 
The Soul o'erfpreading with a Gloom, 

From whence ten thouſand Horrors come, 

That vex, afflict, and make Men feel 
More poinant Pains, than Whips of Steel. 
Each Hour of Happineſs controul, 175 
Diſturb the Mind, — diſtract the Soul; 


Perplex us with fantaſt ic Care, 


And ride Folks, —worſe than the Night-Mare. 

+ From ſuch a State to reſcue Men, | 
And give them Freedom once again; 180 
To rid 'em of this Load of Evil, 

By ſcaring off both Prieſt and Devil; 

To leave them - at their perfect Eaſe, 

To think and act juſt as they pleaſe, | 
Unfrighted — by their fond Miſtakes 185 
Of future Fire, and Brimſtone Lakes. 
Free-thinkers ſtrove in ev'ry Age 

From ſuch odd Whims — to diſengage 

Mens Minds, — and, quit of theſe Diſputes, . 

To leave them happy —as the Brutes, 190 

The Progreſs of this vaſt Deſign, 

No leſs than Heav'n to undermine, 


* Sec Eſſay on Free-Thinking, Oracles of Reaſon, &c. 
+ See Lucretius, Oracles of Reaſon, Eſſay on Free-Thinking. 
$ The End of the Epicurean Syſtem. 
Blow 


try is n. 


fer'd th 
Rhime, 
Verſe. 
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Blow up the Mtherial bright Abodes, 

And cv'n Annihilate the Gods. 

From Age to Age my Verſe ſhall trace, 195 

Through Agypt, India, and Greece, 

Through France, through Italy, and Poland, 

Through Britain's Iſle, and Fenny Holland, 

Whatc'er of Note thro' them we find all 

From Epicurus, down to Tindal. 200 

Our future Canto's ſhall relate, 

In Numbers which may emulate, 

That Tale, which ſhall thro* Ages paſs 

Of Knight *yclept Sir Hudibraſs. 

At leaſt if we ſhould riſe no higher 205 
Than pari libra—with Matt. Prior x, 

We ſtill ſnall Comfort have o' this, 

Our Verſe and Subject's of a Piece; 

And we with reaſon may expect 

The Poem may outlaſt the Se2. 210 


And having thus mark'd out the way, 
. This Ca x ro hath no more to ſay. 


* This is not deſigned as any Reflection on Mr. Prior; his 
ALMA is without queſtion a very entertaining Piece, but his Poe- 
try is not altogether ſo regular as Butler's, he has ſometimes ſuf- 
fer'd three Lines to rhime, and has even made uſe of Alternate 


21 neither of which agree by any means with Hudibraſtic 
Verſe. | 


C C AN- 
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en 


The PoE r here purſues his Thread, 
His Set deducing from its Head; 

Its Source he from the Indies brings, 
Next of the Greek Free-thinkers ſings, 
And by Poetica Licentia 

Tells all their different Sententia : 
Which from this Canto well obſerw'd, 
The Modern Wits —claim all the Third, 


HE Ancients, —who the * Learn'd agree; 

| Were wiſer Folks by half than we, 
Thought fit, as Deities, to mention 
Whoever had by quaint Invention 
Found what might human Wants ſupply, 215 
Or make Lite glide on merrily : 
Diſdaining that immortal Art 
Should from a Mortal Blockhead ftart ; 
But rather ſcem as if 'twere giv'n N 
By Courteſy direct from Heaven. 220 


1 

| cal 

Thus Ceres to the Clouds was born, Mo 
Who taught the Art of raiſing Corn; 1 Jon 
* Sir //illiam Temple and moſt learned Men owr. that the 4 = ws 


Learning of the Moderns falls far ſhort of the Antients, Morton on 
and the reſt of their Oppoſites aver the Moderns excel, and aſſert 5 
it particularly in Religious Knowledge, i. e. Free-Thinking. 0 . 


And N 


AN 


e; 


215 


220 | 
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And Bacchus claim'd his Rights Divine, 

For having broach'd the Uſe of Wine; 

Phebus the Doctor's Art beginning, 225 
And Pallas, — who firſt found out Spinning, 
Olympus gain d, — and were rever'd 

As Gods, — Who for our Good appear d; 


Such Bleſſings taught, and ſtraitway then 


Flew up to native Skies again. 230 
* Have ſuch as theſe been ſo renown'd ! 

And ſhall not equal Force be found 

To grace the Origin of thoſe, 

Who, unto Superſtition Foes, 

+ Have try'd,— and try'd,—and try'd again, 235 
'To teach the ſtubborn Race of Men 

* What might be ſure ſoon underſtood, 

That Pleaſure is the greateſt Good; 

Which Men ſhould therefore ſtrive t'obtain, 
Without a Thought - of future Pain. 240 


Do Dictates ſuch as theſe deſerve 


No Bard, who might the Praiſe preſerve 

Of thoſe — who firſt thoſe Doctrines taught, 

With ſo much Peace to Mankind fraught ? 

Can Button's now afford us no Wit? 245 

Is there no Infidel a Poet ? | 
+ From theſe generous Principles did Lucretius write his Poeti- 


cal Body of Philoſophy, and the ſame Cauſe doubtleſs moved our 
Modern Free-Thinkers, C-ll-ns, Toland, Tindal, Chub, A(zil, Wogl- 


flon, &. to publiſh their ſeveral Writings. 


* This is a Principle that Men when they get rid of the Preju- 
dices of Education eaſily acquire; and is the Baſis on which is 
afterwards raiſed the Superſtructure of Free-thinking. 

This alludes to the Accompliſhment of a certain Prophecy of 
a famous Bard, viz. 4 
Ad Button's Wits to Worms ſhall turn, 
Who Maggots were before, | 


C2 C—bos 
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C—b— with mungrel Genius curſt, 
Prefer'd for having wrote the worſt, 


Could'ſ thou not ſpare—an Op x at leaſt, 


To turn Re—g—7 into Jeſt ? 

Or was the Task reſerv'd to be 

In dapper Rhimes perform'd by me, 

As Hudibraſs, immortal Story! 

From Butler's ſhort Lincs took his Glory. 
If ſo, — their Merit—T'll diſcloſe, 

And trace their Riſe from humble Proſe. 
* An Author, who hath lately wrote, 
Whom I for an Impoſtor note, 

Would make his Readers all believe 
Free-thinking came from Grandame Eve; 
Tho' by his Reas'ning likelier far 
'To've ſprung from her Tutor Lucifer 
For I diſcern with half an Eye 

What he'd inſinuate thereby; 

And that a Friend to Prieſthood ſpoke, 
'Tho' cover'd with Free-thinking Cloak. 


C-, whoſe Mem'ry claims Reſpect, 


The Scribe and Patron of our Sec, 
Avers, in his ſo fam'd Diſcourſe, 

That our Opinions had their Source 
From Men of Morals, Wit, and Merit, 
Who ſome have ſpoke by Holy Spirit, 
And others tamous in their Seaſon 


As Supreme Oracles of Reaſon ; 


* Hiſtory of Prieſtcraft, a late Pamphlet. 
+ Diſcourſe on Free-thinking, printed 1713. 


2.55 


260 


265 


270 


And, 


+> 
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53 


1 


or, The Free-Thinker's ILIADp. 13 
And, for a Proof of what he ſays, 275 


Names Solomon and Socrates. 


But this our Enemies deny, 

And cite their Words to juſtify ; 

Affirming, that with equal Truth Ps. 

The Conjurer deluding Youth, 280 

* Quotes Judges tor Aſtrology, | 

FT And ob to vouch—tor Palmiſtry; 

Becauſe in Text where he refers 

'There's mention made — of Hands and Stars. 
Such Notions therefore paſſing by, 285 

Let us endeavour to deſcry 

Free-thinking, and its Riſe purſue, 

Naming a Spring — at leaſt that's new. 

*Tis faid, ye know, — that from the Eaſt 

The Sciences have travel'd Weſt ; 290 

And therefore I as boldly ſay, 

Free-thinking came the ſelf fame Way; 5 

In India 1 luppole 1 it bred 

In ſome ingenious Brachman's Head, 

For Maggots,—as from Stories clear, 295 

Breed there in Brains, as well as here: 

So that 'tis probable at leaſt 

Our Sect was founded in the Eaſt. 


* Diſcourſe of Free- thinking (printed 1713.) P. 150. and 123. 
I Judges 5. + Fob. 


§ As the Power of Prieſtcraſt is predominant thro? the Orient, 
tis likely Reflection on the Tyranny and Abſurdity which at- 
tend it might occaſion Free- thinkers there. 


** Vid. Sir William Temple $ Eſſays, Rapin's Compariſon, Cc. 
++ Witneſs the Impoſtor Mahomet and his Succeſſors. 


How- 
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Howe er this be, — we'll ſhew for certain, 

Egypt our Scheme had quickly part in; 300 
And that thro' it in Antient Time 

Free- thinking ne er was thought a Crime, 

Since thro' cach Village, Town, and Region, 
Each choſe a ſeveral Religion; 

Worſhip'd with Hymns and ſacred Ballads, 305 
Or Stocks, or Monſters, Apes, or Sallads; 
Held alſo diff rent Thoughts in Phyſics, 


Expreſs'd by various Hyrogliphics : ( 
And in a word, you'd hardly find ( 
A Thing where two were of a Mind. 310 F 
And thus we've prov'd to Demonſtration, 4 
Beyond the Power of a Negation, F 
Free- thinking was their Conſtitution, \ 
From its beſt Evidence— Confuſion. < 
To Greece— from Aigypt next it came, 315 * 
But when — is not agreed by Fame; C 
* For ſome there arc,— who of Ocellus- B 
Lucanus an old Author — tell us, Ir 
Who, if we credit their Suppoſes, F. 
Cotemporary was with Moſes, 320 St 
And wrote a Book, which they aver Su 
We ſhould to Geneſis prefer, P. 
Becauſe the Stories therein told W 
Are much more wonderful and bold. = 0 
F Fuvenal ridicules them on the ſame Topic, eſpecially for C 

their adoring Leeks; as they did alſo Monkeys and Crocodiles. 
* Vid. the Oracles of Reaſon, He wrote on the Eternity of « 


the World. N 
| | ; Ato 
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But learned Critics quickly ſaw 325 

That in his Title lay a Flaw, 

And growing thence in Stile more curious, 

They ſoon diſcern d the whole was ſpurious. 

Yet ſome Reſpect thoſe Writings draw 

Held ſtill in our Apocrypha. 330 

I Democritus of merry Mood, | 

Who laugh'd alike at Ill and Good, 

And thought that Motes at random whirl'd 

Compos'd the Fabric of the World, 

Claims in our Liſt the next Degree, 335 
ö As Foe to all Divinity; N 
And who, depoſing Providence, 
Beſtow'd her vacant Throne — on Chance, 
Who ever ſince, in our Opinion, 
O'er Worldly Things hath held dominion: 340 
* And 'tis from this free-thinking Sage 
Our Doctors have from Age to Age 
Borrow'd whatever might aſſiſt em 
In framing Atheiſtic Syſtem. | 
From him *twas Epicurus thus 345 
Stole what made after ſuch a Fuls : 
Such Deities — as he allow'd, 
Plac'd none knows where — behind a Cloud, 
Which neither Sound nor Light could paſs 
That might diſturb their Happineſs ; 350 


20 


for ; § Vid: Dr. Nichols's Conference with a Theiſt, Vol. 1. 
8. | + Vid. Democritus in Bayle's Dictionary. 


y. of * All the Learned acknowledge Epicurus borrow'd from him his 
| Atomic Syſtem, 


But ; Where 


— — _— 
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Where they enjoy d — what he thought beſt, 
+ A lazy and inactive Reſt 
As Dormice in the Winter — Quiet, 
Or Bear— on's ſelf-devouring Diet. 
Doctrines! —which gain'd him laſting Fame, 355 
And ſtamp'd Free-thinking with his Name. 
Tho as I've ſung —in Days of yore, 
Democritus taught this before: 
Nor is his Caſe, d'ye ſee, alone, 


For when ſome great Diſcovery's ſhewn, 360 


"Tis not the Man who ſound it out 
Is fam'd, — but he who makes the Rout. 
Columbus, thro' the unknown Main, 
Firſt gain'd the Indies unto Spain; 
And yet Veſputius, who came after, 365 
* Conter'd a Name - on his Fourth Quarter: 
For you obſerve— Men never ſay 
Columba, — but America. 
Now to return to Epicurus, 
Concerning whom *tis odd you're curious, 370 
I hold it fit to let ye know _ 
His Life and Morals, — when and how 
He rais'd himſelf to Head of Scct, 
Which ſince has claim'd ſo great Reſpect, 
And by its Preceps could engage 375 
The Beaux Efprits of cv'ry Age, 


+ Vid. Diog. Laert. 


$ Dormice are ſaid to ſleep, and Bears to ſuck their Paws, 
during the Winter Seaſon, 


* Americus Veſpuſins, 


Ev'n 
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Ev'n down to this, commended now 
+ By C-Il-ns and Gaſſendus too. 

Near Aheus — dwelt our Philoſoph, 
Admir'd, —altho' no canting Oat ; 
He taught —agrecable to Nature, 


That Pleaſure ſhould be moſt ſought after : 
And tho' there's ſome who have obje ed, 


His Practiſe on his Se& reflected, 
Becauſe, retir'd and ſtudying hard, 
He liv'd, —and on the Coarſeſt far'd ; 
Yet this is trifling, — ſince tis known 
He as his ſettled Rule laid down, 
That Plcaſure was the chiefeſt Good, 
And ought as ſuch to be purſued. 

It follows then, —cach muſt attain 
What beſt he likes, — or it's in vain. 
To talk of Pleaſure — None can gueſs 
What tis that will another pleaſe : 


May not I chuſe my Butter plain ? 
Shall I by him be taught to dine ? 
Or muſt his Got — ſubmit to mine? 


Soon will the Cook thus ſolve the Doubt, 


17 


380 


385 


390 


He Salmon cats with Shrimps, —what then? 395 


Dreſs his with Shrimps, — and mine without. 400 


Tis fo in Life, — our Pleaſures all, 
Like Diſhes at a grand Regal, 


\ 


+ In his Diſcourſe of Free-thinking. Gaſſendus apologiz d 


for him. 
* Vid. Cicer. Diog. Laert. 


$ *Twas on this Reaſoning the later Epicureans reconciled their 
Practice with the Precepts of their Maſter, who on all Hands is. 


acknowledged to haye lived abſtemiouſly. 
D 


Stand 
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Stand full and fair, in Order plac'd, 

Where each may chuſe — as ſuits his Taſt: 

Did Learning beſt with him agree? 405 

Twas well, — but 'tis no Rule for me. 
* He choſe Repoſe and Solitude, 

Becauſe, forſooth, — he thought them Good: 

So I, — when warm my "Temper grows, 

Or ſeek the Bedford — or the Roſe ; 410 

According as I feel a Flame, 

'To indulge the Bottle, or the Dame ; 

And Reaſon — or my Aim I mils 

Proves my Concluſion — right as his. 

And here, —if Practice turn the Scale, 415 

My Argument — will ſure prevail, 

Since from the Ages primitive 

Down to the Age in which we live, 

Freedom in Love and eke in Drinking 


Have been the Baſis of Free- thinking, 420 


And gain'd us far more Proſelites 
Than all the Whims of Reaſoning Wights: 
Tho' theſe in Turn grew neceſſary, 
And help'd where t'other ſhould miſcarry. 

For Men ye know are often trighted 425 
From Things in which they moſt delighted 


7 This Philoſopher was not only fond of Retirement in * 
ſelf, bat made it a Point ot Wiſdom to avoid public Employ ments. 
As moſt Poets draw the Heroes of their Pieces from their own 
Character, ſo many Philoſophers — their ewn Humours for 
the Rule of Reaſon. 


+ This Aſſertion one may challenge Friends or Enemies to deny. 


§ For this Benefit confer'd or, Mankind Lucretius celebrates him 
in the moſt pompous Strains of Numbers. 


By 
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By Bugbear Tales — of knaviſh Prieſts, 

Which Epicurus — turn'd to Jets, 

And ſreed us—(was't not wondrous civil?) 

At once — from Fear of Gd or D—l. 430 
From whence methinks 'tis fit that we 

* On ſome Criterion ſhould agree, 

Which may as well Free-thinkers note 

As Quakers are — by Querpo Coat : 

Something in us peculiar too, 435 

As Circumcition in a Je; 

A Sign— which may our Se& explain, 

Yet not preciſe — or full of Pain 

As theirs, — but ſomewhat degage, 

As a Free-thinker's Faith ſhould be. 440 

Say then, that this Characteriſtic, 

Which ſhould as Badge upon our Sect ſtick, 

Be flat denying all Miſtakes 

Of Gilded Skies — or Brimſtone Lakes, 

+ Where Men ('tis ſaid) who've loſt their Breath 

Are doom'd to live in after Death: 

And ſo this Abjuration be 

A Gulf betwixt the Prieſts and we, 

Which neither Party can wade over, 459 

But ſtrait on Shore they join the other, 

As Oath of the ſame Name doth ſever 

The Whigs and Facobites for ever. 


* The Reaſon of this Criterion follows; 


+ In the celebrated Diſcourſe of Free-thinking, page 153. there 
is a very extraordinary Note on this Subject, on which I am not 


aſhamed to ſay I have had my Eye in this Paſſage as well as on 
the 3d Book of Lucretius. 


D 2 But 
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But ſome perhaps will here reply, 

Will this not give ourſelves the Lie ? 

For do we not profeſs - that we 455 
In all we think about — are free 

To chuſe what Sentiments we find 

Square beſt with our unerring Mind, 

Which true or falſe — muſt ftill ye know 

* Þe true to thoſe —who think them ſo: 465 
For Truth like Beauty —doth appear 

To th' Fancy only of the Seer ; 

In which as two ne'er yet agreed, 

How can we form Free-thinking Creed! 

+ But fair and ſoſtly —in your Road, 465 
The Caſe is not ſo wondrous odd, 

As I from Inſtances could prove, 

But that — you Demonſtration love. 

Why you ſhall have it, — mark me then: 

Till you grant this, —I ſay *tis plain 470 
You can't Think Freely - in the Senſe 

To which our Sect makes her Pretence : 

For this Conceſſion ſtill will bind 

The Soul and captivate the Mind, 

By certain Conſequences - draw 3 
On Fears of Prieſts, — Religious Awe, 


* This is the Baſis of what the Moderns call Free- thinking. 


+ It were indeed impoſſible to think of the Deity, the Creation, 
ec. as the Authors do of the Oracles of Reaſon, the Diſcourſe on 


Free-thinkmg, &c. if they had not conquered theſe Superſtitious 
Fears. 


§ This Lucretius well knew, and therefore bends his utmoſt 
Force againſt the Immortality of the Soul. 


The 


E 
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The very Follies — we intend 

Our Principles in Folks ſhould mend. 
And thus from Argument you ſee 

How rational the Thing would be: 

* Or ſhould. ye urge, — as ſome have done, 
Aſſerting ſuch a Right alone 

Enough us to diſtinguiſh by; 

vince they (we ſay) that Right deny 
Purſue this Thread, - twill quickly ſhew 
That herein you're miſtaken too: 

For ſay, —we ſhould agree to own 

With you— that plain Criterion, 

Would it not follow then, thar they 
Who Chriſtians are from thinking tree, 
Free-thinkers were like us, — would you 
Acknowledge this Poſition true ? 

Shall they, — whom we ftill ridicule 

As Compounds of the Knave and Fool, 
From this Conceſſion —claim to be 

At leaft as much i'the Right as We? 
No ſure ! — we ſhould make Men confeſs, 
None freely think, — but think like us. 
The Point from hence is Abſolute, 

And we may now without diſpute _ 
Declare, — that each ſhall henceforth make 
'This Abjuration, — e'cr he take 
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490 


495 


500 


* This general Poſition of Free- thinking, tho' ſometimes it be 
laid down by our Authors, yet we do not admit as Free-thinkers 
thoſe who pretend to hold Freedom neceſſary in Thinking, unleſs 
it carries them to throwing off the Load of Superſtition. Vid. Liſt 


of Free-thinkers, at the End of C- uss Dilcourle, 


On 
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On him — the great Free- thinking Name, 


Or to our Glories puts in Claim. 
* Now backwards once more let us ſeck 505 


The Labours of our Patriarch Greek, 


Who regulating Atoms Motions, 

Firſt into Method brought our Notions ; 

Tho' freely of him we muſt own 

There was ſome Difference in the Tone 510 
Of his Opinions, and the Way 

He paſs'd his Life; — tor moſt Folks ſay, 

In thoſe — while he declar'd for Senſe, 

In this — he {till choſe Abſtinence. 

But Things at firſt — ne'er reach Perfection, 515 
+ His Set — complicd with each Affection, 
Choſe to lye ſoft, —in Plenty dine, 

And grew as plump—as fatted Swine ; 

As Horace to his Friend aver'd, 

Who was himſelf — o' the ſame Herd, 520 
+ Led by this Grecian Torch fo bright, 

Who burnt — but to give others Light ; 

For ſuch Improvements he had made 

In the rough Philoſophic Trade, 


* Such Digreſſions may ſeem inexcuſable to the meaneſt Critics, 
who are unacquainted with Pindar and Hudibraſs. 


+ But that ſome Degree of Partiality may be allowed a Free- 
thinking Author ſpeaking of &prcarnus, it ſhould have been owned 
that his Dactrines alſo were very inconſiſtent, he having written 
ſometimes in favour of the greateſt Purity, and at others with all 
the Wantonneſs of a Debauche. 

J Epicuri de grege Porcum, Lib. 1. Ep.4. 

+ A Metaphor from Lucretius, Book 2. 

CF So all his Followers boaſt, That he ſolved all the Phænomena 
in Nature, without having recourſe to the Power of Divinity. 


That 
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That all the Difficulties paſt 
It grew ſo wondrous ſmooth at laſt, 
Wiſdom with Pleaſure did agree, 
And Chance produced Harmony ; 
Mankind releas'd from childiſh Fears, 
With their Religion — ſhook off Cares. 
Yet all theſe Benefits were loſt, 
* Ungrateful Men his Mem'ry toft ; 
The Garden was o'ergrown, and few 
Great Epicurus Doctrines knew, 
7 Until the Roman MEMMIvs 535 
Rebuilt, — and made a greater Fuſs, 
For him, — that all the World might know 'em, 
Lucretius furbiſh'd up a Poem 
Trick'd out with utmoſt Pomp of Verſe, 
The Grecian Maxims to rehearſe, 540 
+ And once again — to ſet Men free 
From Terrors — of a Deity. 

With what Succeſs this Author wrote, 
It needleſs were — for me to note, 
Since in our Tongue — his Labours teach 545 
(Tranſlated by the Hand of Creech) 
Our Pupils — Pricſtcratt to defy 
With tunctul Infidelity ; | 


* The Epicurean Philoſophy drooped notwithſtanding the Pro. 
viſion made by Epicurus in his Will to ſupport it. 
f Memmius reedified the Garden, and intended to have erected 
a ſtately Pile, in which Epicuriſm ſhould have been taught. 
lt is to Memmius, Lucretius addreſſes his Work in a moſt pa» 
thetic Stile. 
+ This is the Purpoſe our Author himſelf declares for which 
he wrote his Poem. 
FF No Book has done more Service in converting Youth to 
Free-thinking than this. 
Tho' 
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Tho' had he ftill remain'd — in Latin, 

Not one in ten — had e'er got at him. 550 
Yet fince this ſame Poetic Libel | 

Is now become Frec-thinking Bible, 

It will not be beneath our Lays 

Something to ſay in Author's Praiſe, 

Lucretius was a high-flown Wir, 555 

But ſomewhat too too proud of it ; 

Fond o' the Ladies, — yet to one 

Not quite ſo kind — as *ihould have been, 

Who ftrait to skiltul Mid wife flew 

T* enquire what Philtre's Force could do; 560 

Provocatives to Love ſhe bought, 

But when her Swain had ſup'd the Draught, 

It ſeiz d on the wrong Part — the Head, 

And in plain Engl — made him mad: 


Howe'er — in lucid Interval 565 


His Mind with Poctry would ſwell, 

Till Frenzy caught che Bard again, 

As from his famous \\ ork — is plain. 

+ His Patron Memmius overcoinc 

By Cz/ar's Pow'r, — and banith'd Rome, 570 
Unable to ſuſtain the IIl, 

His Grief ſo wrought upon his Will, 

That Death - from his own Hands he try'd, 
And like a true Free-thinker — Dy'd. 


* Mr. Creech in his Notes and his Life of Lucretius, tells his 
Story as I do. 


+ This is the Cauſe generally aſſigned tor his Soicide, 


g Free-thinkers often chuſe th: fame generous Way ot avoiding 
the ills of Life, as in the Courſe of the Poem will be ſhewn. 


With 
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Alike — our Bodies and our Souls: 580 


or, The Free-Thinker's IL IAD. 25 


With Luftre flouriſhed our Sect, 575 
While Courtiers from Black Care protect 
* Their Boſoms, — by believing all 
Lucretius taught them, would befall : 
When in the Grave, — That Death controuls A 


That thence — from ev'ry Pain we're free, 
Becauſe trom thence —we ſhall not be ; 
While what compos'd our former F rake 
5 ee the Maſs from whence it came, 
ſo Till it ſome other Form ſuſtain, 585 
Which never can be — Ours again. 
As in old Plate, — let's put the Caſe, 
"Tis melted to a liquid Maſs; 
With Care the Artiſt this refines, 
And then in ſome new Shape it ſhines : 590 
Before an Antique Bowl, —'tis now 
A Gay Monteth of ſplendid Show; 
Altho'” from the ſame Stuff they came, 
Are the Monteth, and Bowl—the fame, 
Theſe Arguments, — when once receiv'd, 595 
And as unſhaken Truths — beliey'd, 
Calm all our Cares, —and leave of courſe 
No Leak that can let in Remorſe. 
+ Such Maxims caſily ſeem right 5 
To Perſons courtly and polite, 600 
Who t'amuſe their Lives, {till try 
The Joys of ſweet Variety. 


* This is the Sum of Lacretins's Syſtem in this Reſpect. | 1 


+ *Tis certain that the Opinions of Free · thinkers are found 
* among the Men of Pleaſure. 


E. Rove 
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Rove careleſs on from Charm to Charm, 
As Boys whip Tops, to keep em warm; 
Till Death cries — Come ! — unwilling they, 605 
Like Children call'd to School from Play, 
Reluctant go, — back Glances caſt, 
And toy, and loyter, to the laſt. 
So Authors ſay —, (if not erroneous) 
It far'd with that old Beau Petronius, 610 
Cried up tor a Free-thinking Hero, 
The Boſom Favourite of Nero, 
Director in his am'rous Meaſures, 
And ſole Dictatof to his Pleaſures. 
For en paſſaut — you may remark, 615 
"Twas ſomewhat odd o' this ſame Spark, 
That he two famous Tutors had, 
One taught him Good, —and t'other bad; 
Each alike tamous in his Way, 
Petronius this, — that Seneca. 620 
His Reign hence chequer'd Good and Evil, 
+ Five Years a Saint, — the reſt a Devil: 
Till growing downright Brute at laſt, 
( Petronius ſcorn d 1o baſe a Taſte: 


* T. Petronins Arbiter, Favourite and Confident of Neyo. 


+ Bis firſt five Years were ſo happy to the Public, and ſo glo- 
rious to himſelf, that one of the beſt of his Succeſſors acknow- 
ledged both for his own Part, and alſo for thoſe good Emperors 
that had gone before him, That in the mildeſt and moſt gentle 


Part of their Adminiſtration, they had yet fallen ſhort of the 


Quinquenium Neronis, 


$ The Elegancy of Petronius in his Voluptuouſneſs, made him 
contemn the Brutal Pleaſures into which Nero fell; and the Re- 
ſentment of this Contempt, exaggerated by ſame who envied Pe- 
tronius, cauſed his Death. 


Pro- 
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or, The Free-Thinker's ILIA PD. 


Provok'd at which, — ſtern Nero ſent 
A ſort of awkward Compliment 
To tell, *twas his Imperial Will, 
That he cer Night himſelf ſhould kill. 


Petronius knew nought could prevail, 


And ſince no Fence againſt a Flail, 
Reſolv'd (as thinking it too late 
. By a new Courſe to mend his Fate) 


To die—as he had liv'd— d' ye ſec, 


VUnmindſul of Futurity. | 


In lukewarm Bath his Veins now run, 

* And Death by ſlow Degrees comes on; 

Mutic now ſweetly wounds the Air 

With Sounds contriv'd to ſoften Care, 

While he — doth ſofteſt Lays rehearſe, 

And ftrives to ſooth his Soul with Verſe; 

Fain would amuſe his lateft Breath, 

And die, — without a Thought of Death. 
For this his Memory's renown'd, 

As a Free-thinking Martyr crown'd : 

+ With Seneca's his Death's compar'd, 

And ev'n to Seneca's prefer'd. 

So Rochefocault aſſerts the Page, 

Who danc'd a Minuet on the Stage 


With Air alert, and nimble Heel, 
Then danc'd his laſt — upon the Wheel, 
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650 


* Audiebatque referentes, nihil de immortalitate anime & Sapien- 


tium placitis, ſed levia Carmina & faciles verſus. 


Tacit. lib. 16. Ann. 


+ By St. Evremont. 
§ See that famous Duke's Maxims, 


E 2 


To 


* 


28 The Fall of Prieftcraft : 


To Fame held juſt as fair Pretence 
As the Great Cato Lticenſe. 

* Here let us with the Antients finiſh, 
Tho' with great Names I could repleniſh 
My Verſe, and more Free-thinkers ſhew 
Amongſt both Greeks and Romans too : 
But thoſe at preſent we reject, 

Left we the Moderns ſhould neglect; 
According to the Courtly Faſhion 

+ By Charles brought in at Reſtoration, 
Who lett old Friends to ftarve, tis true, 
But then it was — to feed the New. 


660 


* Beſides thoſe who have been falſely called Free-thinkers, many 
of the Antients, ſuch as the Sceptics (Followers of Pirrho), were 


really fo. 


+ This is the celebrated Maxim inſtilled on ſuch Occaſions ; 


| Gain your Enemies, Friends will be Friends ſtill, 


c AN. 


or, The Free- Thinler's IL IAD. 29 


CAA? 0-0. 


The Ancients having thus run thro', 

Next mongſt the Moderns we'll purſue ; 
Free=Thinking*s Progreſs, — celebrate 

He» low and her exalted State, 

Rais'd by late Chieſs we Heroes find all, 
As T.land, G-rd-n, Coll-s, T-nd-I; 
Names which ſball ſbiue with endleſs Glory: 
When Parſons are forgot in Story. 


; S Homer,* — that immortal Bard ! 

: His Readers for their Deeds Prepar d, 

By drawing firſt their Characters, 66 $5 
Who in his Poems makes ſuch Stirs ; 

Then ſhew'd their in and outward Force, 

The Troops they brought of Foot and Horſe ; 
'Their Country, Courage, Arms ; in fine, 

The Ships with which they grac'd the Line; 670 
And how they all this Strength employ 

To batter down deteſted Troy 


* This as a Part of the Ceremonial in the Iliad, has been 


(efpecially the Liſt of Ships) ſervilely copied by moſt of the Imi- 
tators in Epic, 


As 


30. The Fall of Priefleraft : : 


Þþ As Butler — Homer in Burleſque 
( Deſcribes — in Language pictureſque, 
His Errant Knight and truſty *Squire 
So warm with their Phanatic Fire ; 
They ſquabble ſtill, and yet we ſee 
They who in no Point elſe agree 
Were yet unanimous in One 
To pull the Cu RCH Eftabliſh'd down: 
So J, — who of Free-thinkers write, 
Shall celebrate their various Might, 
Sing how in ſeveral Brigades 
Their Force — Religion's Cauſe invades 
And while they ſeem to differ quite, 
In the ſame grand Deſign unite ; 
Play from cach diſtant Battery 
Their ſmall and great Artillery, 
* And ſpend their Stock of Ammunition 
Againſt what they call Superſtition, 
Firft then the Forlorn-Hope appears 
Of our Free-thinking Curaſſiers, 
Each Soldier in himſelf a Chief, 
All over arm'd with Unbe/ief, 
Impenetrable Braſs they bear 
Unpierc'd by Argument in War; 


680 


685 


695 


+ Butler obſerv'd this very juſt's : for when the SeCtaries had 
ruined the Church, having now no longer an Enemy to unite 


them, they ruined one another, 


& Pictureſque is a metaphoric:] Word ned by Mr. Pope in his 


Notes on Homer. 


* Thinking variouſly (provided it be not ſuperſtitiouſly) is the 


certain Conſequence ot Free- thinking. 


For 


r . 3.04 2 


The Free- Thinlers ILIAD. 31 
For tho' they've oft in Combat been 
Attack'd with Sword of Reaſon keen, 
Th' Antagoniſt they ſtill keep off 
With ſneering Smile, or open laugh! 700 
For well they Mortals may dety, 
Who fear not — ev'n the Deity. 

Yet ſomething here I fain would ſhroud, 
But Truth commands to ſpeak aloud ; i 
Well then I'll do't, — for each of theſe 705 3 
Dreſs'd in their Garb, — one Twenty ſees 
A ſort of Pſeudo-Heroes, who 
O'er Cups and Flaggons make ado, 

But like true Carpet-Knights ſtill flinch, 

When Danger doth their Valour pinch, 710 
If Sickneſs ſeiſe, if Thunder rolls, 

It wakes a Tempeſt in their Souls; 

Hell flaſhes ſtrait before their Eyes, 

Thoſe Flames they would fo fain diſguiſe, 

And they with abject Fear adore 715 
That Being they diſown'd before. 

Or it more ſtubborn they maintain 

A War within, — 'tis but in vain; 

For Conſcience, when ſhe's once in Arms, 

Raiſes ſuch terrible Alarms, 720 
Fears ſtrait the Underſtanding bind, 

Diſtract the Senſe, diſtort the Mind, 

Until the Wretch, who cannot tear 

From his ſad Breaſt the racking Care, 

Mad thro' his Agony, — now runs 725 
To Water! Halters! Daggers! Guns! 
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Haſty 
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Haſty the fatal Stroke to give, 
And die! — becaule he dares not live. 
Some Inſtances ſhould this explain, 
But I conteſs I write with Pain I 
Of this nice Point, on which our Foes 
In ſpite of all we ſay, expoſe 
Our Weakneſs ; — not to dwell upon't, 
T'll name but + *,*,*, Cr, and Bla. 
Tis time we now our Eyes turn round 735 
Towards. thoſe who've firmly kept their Ground, 
Maugre the Prieſthood's furious Will, 
To chaſe and perſecute them till, 
Who've with juſt Obſtinacy ſtood, 
And ſcal'd their want of Faith — with Blood. 740 
* As he in Poland, — whom they cram'd 
In Cannon — farſt with Powder ram'd, 
For the denying of a Being 
He would not own — without the ſeeing, 


Fir'd him towards Tartars wild abodes, 745 


As Boys are wont — to blow up Toads. 

Such was his Fate! = and many more 

Have ſuffer d deep on the ſame Score; 

Of whom my Verſe ſhould ting their Dirge, 

Sad Victims to the Wrath of Clergy, 750 


+ One who when he dilpatch'd himſelf, left the Perſian Letters 
open, and doubled down at this, The Laws in Europe are furious 
againſt Suicide, &C. 


$ Two famous Free- thinking Tranſlators from Latin and 
G eek. | 


* He aſſerted, It was impoſſible to form any Idea of a Being 
unperceivable by our Senſes. 


Whom 


or, The Pree-Thmker's IL IAp. 33 
Whom Dryden with Prophetic Flame 
Affirms of all Sorts — are the ſame : 
And ſo they ſhould be from their Work, 
Since Dervi/es turn'd ev'n the Turk 
Againſt Free-thinkers, — and Effendi 755 
* A Martyr was — as ſure as can be, 

With all — for this pretended Crime 

Who've ſuffer d thro' each Age and Clime, 

And died. — My nodding Muſe, forgive 


She ſhould have ſaid, who ever live; 760 


Since G-ld-u, and ſince Cllus ſtrive 
To keep their Glories ſtill alive, 
Like Holly Green thro? ev'ry Seaſon, 
+ Fam'd as — The Oracles of Reaſon. 
Yet I methinks do ſtill regret 765 
Their Prudence did not fave their Fate; 
Why like each Puritannic Sect 
(Free- thinkers Enthuſiaſtick) 
Did they not fly to ſcape the Fury 


Of bloody Prieſt, or bigot Jury: 770 


Like them — in ſpite of Seas and Shelves, 

Seek Country's wild as they themſelves, 

And bleſs the Winds that brought em chere, 
Tranſported fate from Common- Prayer; 
Might they not make as good an End on't 775 
As Yuaker, — or as Independent? 


* We have a very uncertain Account of the Death of this 
Effendi, or his Principles, however he is cannoniz'd by the Free- 
thinkers, and plac'd in their Calendar next the Martyr FVanini. 


+ The Title of a famous Book publiſhed by G- d.. 


F Could 
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Could they not grub up woody Region 

With the ſame caſe they did Religion, 

Then in their room, — (what moſt they lack) 

Plant Atheiſm and Tobac ? 780 
Thus ſettled, — and become a Nation, 

How had it rais'd our Reputation ! 

For of no People do I read, 

* Who're quite from Superſtition freed, 


Or who have our Opinions got, 785 


Unleſs it be — the Hottentot. 

But now at Home we live in Peace, 
Diſpute, convert, and ſo increaſe : 
From Pedants Works our Notions flouriſh, 
While Quack Donations thoſe encourage, 790 
And ſwell our Sect with Medicaſters, 
Beaus, Courtiers, Players, Poctaſters, 
Buffoons who live and die in Jeſt, 
With here and there — a Popiſh Prieſt. 
Next theſ: - a numerous Band take poſt 795 
The Flow'r of our Free-thinking Hoſt, 
Who tho' they plainly don't deny 
The Being of a Deity, 
Yet limit, cenſure, and define, | | 
Which anſwers {till the ſame Deſign, do 


* A celebrated Writer, who has had more than one Legacy left 
him, by thoſe who in their laſt Moments piouſly intended to ſhew 
their Zeal for Free- thinking. 


+ The Deiſts acknowledge a Divinity, but turn all their Rea- 
1 his Beneficence and Love to his Creatures, or his entire 
— of them, and leaving them and their Concerns to 

ance. . | 


Makes 


* 


or, The Free-Thinker's ILIADp. 35 
Makes Men leſs apprehenſive here 
By ridding them of future Fear, 
Which checks their vicious Inclinations, 
And puts Reftraints upon their Paſſions : 
All which - from Sentiments like theſe, 805 
Retire, and leſſen by degrees; | 
Nor give weak Minds ſo harſh a Trial 
As from an abſolute Denial. 
© So when in Year of Forty One, | 
The Parliament their Stir begun, 810 
Tho' refractory all the while, 
They left not off their Courtly Stile; 
Still was the King ſaluted by 
a Great Sir! and Sacred Majeſty! 
Meer Forms of Speech, — for ſurely they 815 
Meant nothing leſs — than to obey; 
- Gilding black Deeds with outward Beauty, 
Much Reverence, — and little Duty! 
ö * But then this outward Shew of Awe 
Is only vulgar Eyes to draw; 820 
For when with higheſt Eloquence 
The Deiſt hath pronounc'd his Senſe, 
And in the moſt exalted Stile 
: Rais'd up his "Theologic Pile, 


t 
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+ See Clarendon, &c, on this Point. 
* On removing the Superſtitions of Revealed Religion, it was 


: neceſſary to form ſome general Heads of Belief, which might take 
4 up the Minds of Converts, and not leave them fo unſettled as to 
1 — their being perverted to the Chriſtian Scheme. This 
: therefore put the Deiſts upon forming Creeds in their own Way, 

which for Intricacy may vie with that commonly called St, 
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36 The Fall of Prieſtcraft: 


To's Pupils he the Art explains, 825 


And that he Nature only means, 
Whoſe Pow'r (quoth he) on all below 
Doth Beauty, Strength, and Worth beſtow. 


But what is Nature ? — Nay for that 


He ne'er attempts to tell you what; 830 
For he a Circle here aſſerts, 

That's cloſe united in its Parts; 

Nature gives Forms to Things, and then 
They break, and are new form'd again: 

Thus in eternal Round roll on, 835 
Still changing, and yet never done. 

Alike in Language pertinaceous 

* Spoke Averroes and Pomponatius, 

With all their Followers of the Tribe, 


Who thus to Nature all aſcribe ; 840 


Yet in their own Way are outdone by 
Our Blunt — in his Anima Mundi ; 
Who hints from the Antients having ſtole, 
Form'd thus a Syſtem of the whole : 
+ Since Nature's Power abſurd we find, 845 
Place then (quoth he) a boundleſs Mind, 
Which animates at once the ALL, 
And every individual ; 
As Water, — tho't divided be 
In Rivers, yet makes up the Sea. B50 
To this vaſt Mind let us add more, 
Wiſdom compleat, — Almighty Pow'r, 

* Theſe were two famous Men, who took the Body of their 
Opinions from A4rjſtorle. 
+ The Syſtem is in the Oracles of Reaſon. 


And 


or, The Free-Thinker's ILIAp. 37 
And ſo this Mighty Mind ſhall be 4 
A Democratic Deity; 
A Light emitting living Beams, 855 
An Occan which from Being ſtreams : a 
And hence tis clearly underſtood, 
* That all which we behold is G-d, 


From Sun and Moon, to Flea and Louſe, 


And henceforth equal — Man and Mouſe. 860 
I But Great Yann! injur d Name! 

Pardon — that J forgot thy Fame! 

Thou from this Good old Cauſe no Starter, 

At once Apoſtle wer't and Martyr ; 

With Zeal this Miſſion undertook, 865 

And for the Good of Mankind ſpoke, 

Laugh'd at their Tales, and into Jeſt 

Religion turn'd : — Thy ſelf a Prieſt, 

Like Fulian in the Days of Yore, 

Who had a Deacon been before, 870 

+ With what egregious Art didſt thou 

Attempt the Chriſtian Overthrow ! 

Veiling thy Strokes with the Pretence 

Of writing in their Faith's Defence, ; 

And thereby ſafely found a Way 875 

Thy Atheiſm for to convey, 


* See Nichols's Conference with a Theiſt, Vol. 1. 


+ Vanini and his Companions ſet out with an Intent to convert 
the World, for which he was burnt at Tholouſe. 


§ See Collier's Dictionary. 


+ His famous Ampnitheatrum, in which under colour of De- 
fending the Chriſtian Religion, he took occaſion to ſtate Ob- 
jections in their ſulleſt Light, then ridicule the uſual Anſwers, 
and ſubſtitute weak and trivial ones in their Read, 

Ob- 
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Objections with full Force to ſpeak, 

And leave the Anſwers looſe and weak ; 

Copy d for this in later Seaſons 

* By CAL ns in his Grounds and Reaſons, 880 

So call'd by ſharpeſt Irony, 

Since all he meant to do thereby 

Was to deſery in form of Praiſe, 

And level what he ſeem'd to raiſe. | 
But Thou did'ſt better far ſucceed, 885 

Shrouded in Sacerdotal Weed; 

It gave thee Pow'r — conceal'd ſo long 

To tempt the Old, and win the Young. 

Nay, when they did thy Thoughts detect, 

Thoſe Thoughts did on themſelves reflect: 890 

For whenc'er Prieſts apoſtatize, 

It makes the weaker Sort deſpiſe 

The Doctrines which before they taught, 

So tractable's the vulgar Thought! 

Thus didft thou wound with thy laſt Breath, $95 

And Samſon- like — deſtroy'd in Death. 

Yet not with Death thy Suff rings end, 

Thy Boldneſs which did all tranſcend 

Who went before, 's o'ercome at laſt, 

And thou by Moolſton art ſurpaſs d, 909 

Who only wants thy Martyrdom 

To riſe our Patron — in thy Room. 


* This famous Book is written in the ſame manner, and with 
the ſame View as Vanint's Amphitheatrum. 


Nothing is more common than for the Paſtor to miſlead 
his Sheep. | | 


1 Methinks 


or, The Free-Thinker's IL IAV. 


Methinks I hear thy howling Ghoſt 
Lament thy Reputation loſt, 


And thus with tortur'd Fury cry 
* What did the Villain more than I? 
Than thee : — why ev'ry Way he try'd 
To purchaſe Bread on t'other Side; 
But finding that the Loayes he miſt, 
Deſerted and deſpis d his Ch-ſt, 
Deny d, traduc'd each wondrous Feat 
Compar'd to Mountebank and Cheat, 
And pierc'd with Rancour far more keen 
Than either Jew or Heathen Spleen, 
Had dar'd — while Infidel's diſmay'd 
Start at the Inroad that he made, 

By Fiends themſelves before untrod, 
'Thus to blaſpheme and mock his G-d. 

Encourag'd by the Noiſe he made, 

The Under Brothers of the Trade, 
Whoſe Morals or whoſe Parts oft are 
'Too mean to purchaſe them a Share 
Of Church Preferments, often now 
Deſert to us : — Not long ago, 
A bawling witleſs Renegade, 
To ſhew himſelf no more afraid 
Of his Superiors, — from the Pulpit 
Vented the Malice of his Dulpate 
Againſt the Clergy of the Nation, 
And preach'd it at the Vilitation : 
Vain of this moſt Heroic Act, 

He hopes from us—a vaſt Reſpect. 


* Alluding to the Vehemence of Vanini's Temper, 
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+ And if this Proof be yet too weak, 
His Goodwill to our Cauſe ts wink, 


He offers ſomething elſe to do, 936 


Burleſque a Miracle or fo; 

And on's Performance we have ſeen 

+ The Fig-Tree blaſted once again. 
But we deſpiſe ſo mean a Tool, 


While of ſuch Wits our Se is fall, 940 - 


* As Ting=-, who each Parliament 

Does to the Members Eyes preſent, 

Whenever to attend a Cal! 

They paſs to Chapel thro'-the Hall, 

A Treatiſe finely Gilt and Bound, F945 

But in its Doctrines ſo unſound, 

It exerciſes Parſon's Pen 

Till Seſſions comes about again, 

Then's half refuted left in haſte 

To mark the Errors of the laſt. 950 
Next T-nd-l, G-rd— muſt have place, 

Who writes with ſuch a ſtudied Grace, 

Each Work of his at leaſt's an odd Piece, 

Stuff'd up and ſwell'd like Harry's Cdp-ce; 

Wrote in ſo tiff, preciſe a Stile, 035 

That none can read without a Smile; 

Not that the Matter, but the Author 

Excites while we peruſe to Laughter; 


4 The Defence, gc. 


* Alluding to a ſecond Part of Chriſtianity as ; Ol, &c. ſpeedily 
to be publiſhed. 


$ Through Weſtminſter-Hall to St. Stephen's Chapel. 


Who 
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ve, The Bree-Thinker's fre 4¹ 5 
Who like Preceptor when at School 7 — 
With haughty Air lays down his Rule, 970 5 1 
Dictates with an aſſuming Nod, 8 Ba: 
As if he threaten'd with his Rod 4 
And that his Readers when compar'd 
With him — were Blockheads to be ſcar'd : 
Nor can Diſtinction curb his Choler, 975 
A PRINcE with him — is but a Scholar. 
But C-/I--1n5, who is now deceas'd, 

Was he who us ſupported beſt ; 

* His Eſay, Grounds, and Lit bet Scheme 
With us perpetuate his Name 980 
And ev'n the Superſtitious on 

His Publick, Private, Virtues ſhone 

With Splendour, — that his Morals were 

Juſt, unaffected, fair, and clear: | 

And thus,—by force of Party led, 985 
They mourn he wrote, — We that he's dead, 

But I had need of Homer's Muſe, 

If for my Subject I ſhould chuſe 
To celebrate each ſprightly Wit, = 
Who has Religion's Blind-ſide hit; 990 JO 
Some like the Str—?'s are hir d to ſcrible, | 
And live by carping at the Bible; | 
While . with ſteady Reſolution 
'The Goſpel and the Conftitution | 
Each Saturday by turns expoſes, 995 
Wrap'd up in double Penny Doſes : 


* Eſſay. on Free-thinking ; Grounds and Reaſons of the Chriſtian 
Religion; and Literal Scheme of Prophecy, 


G Others 


42 The Fall of Prieſtcraft, &c. 
Others, who're born to better Fates, t 


pd 9 
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Support the Cauſe with their Eſtates; 
And if by chance the Law lays hold 
On One whoſe Zeal has been too bold, 
Ready at hand our Council are, | 
Proud of Blaſpheming at the Bar. 

Such our Succeſs !—"T'riumphant we 
The Clergy's toothleſs Malice fee ; 
Declining ſtill, we quickly hope, 
Reform'd from Them as from the Pope, 
Free-thiaking (ſince ſo much the Faſhion) 
Shall be the Religion of the Nation ; 
When, rid of Parſons, — what they get 


May go — To Pay the Public Debt. 1010 
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PAMPHLETS 
Lately Publiſhed. 


HE Behaviour of the CL- -G, 
as well as their Traditions, deſtruc- 
4 tive of Religion: Or, a ſuccin& 
Hiſtory of Prieficraft throughout 
all Ages. Containing a general In- 
troduction of the Inſtitution of all pretended 
Revelations; Remarks on Prieſtcraft among the 
Greeks ; The ſtrange Superſtition of that People- 

toved to be the Ruin of Athens ; Remarks on 

oman Prieſtcraft, their Augurs, Pontiffs, &c. 
An Account of the Bramins, Bonzees, Talapoins, 
and otherEaſtern Prieſts ; With a curious Hiſtory 
of the Phari/zes and Sadducees amongſt the ems; 
Popiſh Prieſtcraft unveil'd, particularly with re- 
gar to our own Ifland : Concluding with the 

cret Intrigues of the Gown with all Parties, 
from the Reformation to the Vicar's Apoſtacy. 
Dedicated to the Moſt Worthy Sect — | _ 
; * THinker,s. 
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item. To which is added, P-ſon B-wman's 


Confeſſion, a Pot. 
That it may pleaſe thee to Huminate all Biſhops, 


as and Deacons, with true Knowledge and 
Underftanding of thy Word, and that both by 


their PREACHING and Livine they may ſe it 


forth and Shew it accordingly, 


Lirvkcy of the Ch. of Eng. 44 


The Third Edition. Price 1 5. 


II. Round about our Coal Fire; or, Chriſtmas 
Entertainments : Chap. 1. and 2. Treating of 
Mirth and Jollity, Chriſtmas Gambols, Eating, 
Drinking, Kiſſing, e. 3. Of Hobgoblins, 
Raw-Heads and Bloody-Bones, Tom Pokers, 
Bull - Beggars, and ſuch like horrible Bodies. 
4.. Ot Witches, Wizards, and Conjurers, with 
many of their merry Pranks. 5. Of Spectres, 
Ghoſts and Apparitions. 6. Of Farics, their 
Uſe and Dignity. To which is added, a Re- 


ceipt to make Devils and Witches: With a 


ſuitable Prologue and Epilogue to the whole. 
Adorned with ſeveral diverting Cuts. Dedicated 
to the Worſhipful Mr. Lun, compleat Devil and 
Witch-maker of England, and Conjurer-General 
of the Univerſe. The Third Edit. Pr. 1 5. 


III. A View of the BEAU- H ON E; or, 
Memoirs of the Celebrated CO 9UETILL 2, 
a real Hiſtory : In which is interſperſed, the 
Ameurs of ſeveral Perſons of Quality and Di- 
ſtinction; with ſeveral Original SONGS by 
Se — ry Cr—ggs, Beau , Cc. viz. 
Coghetilla's Family, &c. Her Flight from her 
Father; Deſerted when big with Child; * 

* 
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by Mrs. H—/!; Her Amour with the D. of 
— Mrs. H Advice in a Song; Runs 
away; Falls into many Misfortunes; is beloved 


by Colonel D , carried by him into the 

untry, own'd for his Wife; Elopes with 
the Gameſter ; Goes to Tunbridge Cogue= 
tilla diſtinguiſhed by S--re=-ry Cr-ggs ; Serenaded 
by Beau —; N— Kick'd; The Hiſtory 


of Clara and Mira; Coguetilla goes to Bath; 


Her Adventures; Her Affair with Mr. Gaylove 


the Merchant; Expos'd by S—— ; Runs to 
Town with Saxillus, Goes to a Maſquerade ; 


A ſurpriſing Turn there; Taken Home again 
by the Colonel, Cc. After all refuſes to ade, 
him; Her Match at laſt. To which is adde 
the Maſque of Life, a BATT Ap. 


Clear as Mirror, if the Ocean's Scene, 

Its Boſom ſbining with a pleaſant Green; 

Tet who'll deceiv'd by this Appearance Ay 

In a ſmall Bark to truſt the faithleſs Sea, 
Where ſudden Gufts its Billows may deform, 

Aud Fewift Deſtruction reach him from a Storm © 
Yet ſuch are all the Blandiſhments of Vice, 

And to as ſad a purpoſe they entice, 

Ward by theſe Sheets, the Paths of Pleaſure a 
Nor from the fatal Venture — be undone, 


Price 1 5. 


IV. A Sketch of the Miſeries of PO VERTY, 
Dedicated to the Hon. Sir Griffaþ Boynton, Bart. 


Happy 


New PAMPHLETS: 


r the Man ! who void of Cares and elſe 
In Silken or in Leathern Purſe retains | 
A Splendid Shilling.— PHILIPS, 


Price 6 d. 


V. Memoirs of a certain Lad) of Quality v un- Es A 
der the Name of A RSA SIA; containing 
a Series of real, yet extraordinary "Adventures : ETA 
in which is revealed the moſt ſecret Tranſactions _ 
in the Court of the late King William: Inter- 


mix'd with various remarkable Incidents relating 
to ſome Perſons of the firſt Diſtinction; particu- 
larly the D. of Or—4, the E. of H_ ut, 
E. of P—tl—4d, L. FM L. M—haun, with an 
Original Love Sonnet to Mrs. 5— by the 
late D. of Or—4. Faithfully collected by a 
Friend of Arpa/ia's, and Dedicated to the Hon. 
Mrs. Pulteney. 


Reader, in ſweet Arpaſia's Life behold 

A fairer Form than Fiction ever told 

Whoſe Piety adorn'd her blooming Youth, 

For Beauty fam'd, but far more fam'd for Truth / 
Whoſe Breaſt could ne'er a ſecond Paſſion prove, 
Nor Death itſelf aſſſolve her conſtant Love. 

Of Courtly Breeding, yet in Morals plain ; 

In fine, — the PuLTENEY of @ former Reign ! 


Price 1 15. 


VI. A View of the TOWN, or Memoirs of 
LONDON; containing a diverting Account 
of the Humours, Follies, Vices, &c. of that 
| Famous 
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meets with its due Correction, Fools are ſcourg- 
ed, Knaves jirk'd, and the Ladies have a Stroke 


by the Bye: In fine, not to pall your Appetite 


by a tedious Repetition of Particulars, here is in 
ſhort as much Sing Song as in the Beggar's Opera; 


and more new Whims than in the Orator's Ad- 


vertiſements. 


My Book a Saleſman's Shop yow'll find, 
Where civilly Ill treat ve; 

To a Fool's Coat of any kind 
You're welcome, if it fit ye. 


The Second Edition. Price 1 5. 


VII. A PROPOSAL humbly offer'd to 
the 7 IV for the more effectual pre- 
venting the farther Growth of Popery. With 
the Deſcription and Uſe of the Eccleſiaſtical 
Thermometer: Very proper for Families, By 
Dr. Sw-ft. The Second Edition. To which 1s 
added, the Humble Petition of the Weavers and 
Venders of Gold and Silver Lace, Embroiderers, 
Sc. As alſo two POEMS, viz. Helter Skelter, 
or the Hue-and-Cry after the ATTORNEYS 
_ their riding the Circuit, and the Place of 
the Damn'd. Dublin, Printed; London, Re- 


printed. Price 6 4. 


VIII. The GENTLE MAN' TUTOR 
for the SMALL=-=SworD; or, the Compleat 
_ Fencing - Maſter ; In Thirteen various 
Leſſons between Maſter and Scholar. By H. 
5 Blackwall. 


* 


= ww y * 8 Ly © * W 3 * 4 >, F 
- 2 . LS ry 4 , . * : 2 
"x . "A * T ” ©" _ 2 ” * 
* W _—_ , of” 2 WOE . a 
> : : * 1 > R — N 0 ” 5 * 2 * * 7 - : 
--x * A < * 4 \ * 
* a e , 3 N 
þ n 1 2 
3 Y #4; - «ax — 
= . % ——— 0 
x J = * "2 5 — — my . 
. = * n. F pe mw .. 
2 WS, - 2 CY ad. 3 
(2 ” * * 2 3 oY 
2 — . * r F . 
G ys .. . 8 N 
4 oy 3 » an . — _ . 1 * 
Fd „ 9 \ by l . N 
— „ 1 
, 1 oY — ? 


Ew. Adorned with ſeveral curious Cuts 
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Heireſs, and DANIEL KIMBERLEY, 
i E * , Oc. To which is added, the Trial of the ſaid 
_ ' Kimberley ; with his laſt Dying Words, and an 
x Original LETTER ſent by him to Mr. 
Reading a few Days before his Execution, and 


r Mr. Reading's Anſwer. Price 1.5, 6 d. 


£38 X. The HONEY-SUCELE, a Cu- 
ET. rious Collection of POEMS upon ſeveral 
RE Occahons, conſiſting chiefly of Originals; and 
interſperſed with Tranſlations from the beſt 
Greek and Latin Authors; particularly con- 
taining a POEM to Mira on the Loſs of 
her Lap-Dog; To a Lady on her Recovery 
from a Fit of Sickneſs; Verſes addreſs'd to 
Mr. P—/i—»y; A Roundelay, after Spencer's 
manner; An Epigram to the V—— B-———ke, 
on the Writings of the =; Verſes de- 
figned for Muſic ; A Paſtoral ; The Alternative, 
68 an Ode; The Joys of Wine, from Anacreom; 
ST cCataullus's Ode on Kiſſes; The Patriot, an Ode, 
r to Mr. Howe. The Second Edition. To which 
a added; The DUEL, a Poem, Humbly In- 
1 feribed to the Hon. W——m P—/t—y Eſq; 
n Price 1 5. | ah Df > SIO 


SER XL The MERRY-THOUGHT; 
SS or, che Glaſs-Window and Bog-Houſe Miſcels \ - 
WE. lany: Taken from the Original Manuſcripts 


written in Diamond by Perſons of the Firſt 
Rank 
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